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 Beresford City Council

July 9, 2012

SPECIAL MEETING

The Beresford City Council met in special session in the City Library Community Room on July 9, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Members present: Mayor Jim Fedderson, presiding, Dan Williams, Gary Lambert, Gerald Dahlin, Gary Lambert, Tom Erickson, Troy Doeden, and Art Schott.  

Members absent:  None.    


Also present: Kathy Moller, Finance Officer, and Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator.     

Council Member Gary Lambert arrived at 7:02 pm.

Council Member Troy Doeden arrived at 7:05 pm.

Agenda: A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Dahlin, second by Schott, motion carried.

Public Forum and Visitors
Next Generation 911 Updates: Mayor Fedderson explained the Next Generation 911 Commission that was formed several years ago by former South Dakota Governor Rounds, to make changes to the current 9-1-1 dispatch system and what these changes will mean for the City of Beresford. Tom Erickson gave a power point presentation describing the current dispatch system and how technology is changing the way emergency situations are being answered. He explained how the new system works and how any emergency could be dispatched anywhere in the state of SD. Erickson discussed the estimated cost of the equipment for the upgrade. Gary Lambert asked Union County Chief Dispatch, Judy Oberg about non-emergency after hour’s phone calls. She stated that they handle non-emergency calls for Alcester, Elk Point and Jefferson, and would be able for Beresford also. Fire Department Chief, Tarz Mullinix questioned radio communications between digital and analogue and the possibility of having to purchase more equipment. Mullinix suggested having a mutual aide channel. Oberg added that they currently set off the tornado sirens for Elk Point, Alcester, Jefferson, and the Dakota Dunes. Mayor Fedderson recapped items for the Council to think about and thanked everyone for coming. Sheriff Dan Limoges stated that if Beresford decides to go with Union County Dispatch, 4 new employees would have to be added. Union County Commissioner Milt Ustad commented that the County is working on the budget, one with 4 new employees added and one without. The County will need to have Beresford’s decision by September 1, 2012. Doeden thanked everyone for coming and encouraged those to attend the regular council meetings held the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month at 7:30 pm. Beresford Citizen Greg Slaven noted the benefit of having a dispatch in Beresford, if a call comes in without an address; dispatch is familiar with the City and homeowners. Oberg stated that she is hoping someone from the Beresford Dispatch would come to Elk Point to work. Beresford Citizen Butch Reit encouraged the Council to look into the future when you go to make the decision. Art Schott noted that the City will do what it takes to make things right and do the best for the City.   
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. on a motion by Erickson, second by Doeden, motion carried.

                           ________________________________




 Kathy Moller, Finance Officer



 Recorded by Elaine Johnson
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