Beresford City Council

April 3, 2006

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on April 3, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Rich Spaans, Dan Cotton, Wayne Akland, Chuck Von Eschen, Gary Lambert, Pete Womack.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer; Tom Frieberg, City Attorney.

Adopt Agenda: A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Lambert, second by Spaans, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meeting held on March 20, 2006, were approved on a motion by Akland, second by Cotton, motion carried.

Public Forum & Visitors: 

Community Center/Clubhouse: 

Mayor Palmer first welcomed the visitors and thanked them for coming to the meeting.  He stated that the City Council wants to hear all their comments and questions and hopefully get everything answered and ensure that everyone understands the process. A recap of the discussion is listed below. 

Mr. Frieberg addressed the Mayor, Council and an audience of approximately 40 residents on where we’re at with the Community Center/Clubhouse.  He stated that five years ago the 13th Street and sub-station projects started this process.  At that time the advisory group found the need for a Community Center to accommodate reunions, wedding receptions, community events, etc.  The golf course has been constructed and there is a good start on the housing development.  He also stated that everything has cost more than originally thought and that costs continue to increase all the time.  Now the job is to figure out how to get the Community Center/Clubhouse and remainder of the housing development completed and how to pay for this.  We need to move forward and complete the project.

Mayor Palmer stated that the City residents voted on the 3rd penny sales tax to fund the Community Center.  This revenue will support half of the project – we need to determine how to pay for the other half.  We may use part of the money the City will be receiving from Sprint.  He did emphasize that building the Community Center/Clubhouse will not affect property taxes and that the construction of the Bridges Golf Course did not affect property taxes.  In fact, the increase in real estate valuation and taxes was precipitated by the large increase in home sales in the area; in addition to the fact that Beresford and several surrounding communities had not been re-evaluated in some time.

Woody Woodsend – First National Bank/Sioux Falls: Mr. Woodsend was present for the Community Center discussion as he was involved in the original discussions at the beginning of the project.  He stated that the City still has $2.3 million in the Sprint investment and will accrue interest until 2015.

Tom Erickson raised the question that the 3rd penny sales tax was supposed to be used to build the Community Center – what has happened that now it will only cover half the costs?  The plans to build the Community Center have come in much higher than originally expected, and in addition, costs have increased since the first plans were drawn up.  Councilman Spaans explained that the intent of the 3rd penny sales tax was to collect the tax and pay for the center when we could afford it – approximately 7 years.  This is still an option.  But with the $1,000,000 the City will receive from Sprint, the idea of starting the construction sooner was brought up.  Mr. Erickson also questioned the increase in area property taxes – he stated that he was told that building the new golf course would not affect taxes.  It was again brought out that the increase in the property tax valuations was not caused by building the Bridges Golf Course but by the amount of home sales recently in Beresford.  

Councilman Cotton said he would like to see this go to a vote of the people; he would like to see the center built without creating another burden to the Beresford residents. Mayor Palmer replied that the 3rd penny sales tax was voted on by the City residents with the intent to use the money to build the Community Center.

Scott Kruse, Assistant Fire Chief and City Emergency Management Director, reported that when the new Community Safety Center was built, they had estimated a cost of $550,000, but once the design work started, the price increased to $1.2 million.  After working with representatives from the architectural firm things were modified and the community got an excellent station for around $650,000.  

Mayor Palmer: There will be cost savings by combining the Community Center with the Bridges Clubhouse, such as equipment, restrooms, kitchen, parking lot, land and also the liquor license would be shared between the two.  The golf course liquor license would be used for the entire building – otherwise, if the buildings are separate, there are no liquor licenses left in the City for the Community Center and anytime someone renting the center would want to serve alcohol, they would have to apply for a one day malt license beverage license.  

Everett Nygaard: What about Lewis & Clark rates?  He would like to see the City put the $1 million from Sprint towards the cost to build the water line, or perhaps towards the Senior Citizens Center.  He would like to see the money used for 100% of the community.  He feels we should take care of the obligations we know about.  He would like to see the Council consider how the water pipeline will be funded in the future.

Mark Jensen thinks the City should move forward with building the Community Center/Clubhouse as it fits in with everything going on in Beresford.

Jerry Barr said he looked at many other towns before opening his business in Beresford and that he picked this City because it is a progressive City with a lot going on.  He feels it does the entire City a lot of good when more people come to town to attend events at the Community Center or golf course – gas stations, grocery stores, everybody.  He says that Beresford has a beautiful course coming in and should be proud of it.

Some options the City could consider: 

1) Pay off the SRF loan

2) Pay off the 13th Street loan

3) Re-dedicate the 2nd penny sales tax toward another project in combination with the 3rd penny sales tax
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Roxy Johnson feels everyone wants progress but at what expense?  Do residents want to spend the City’s money this way?  They don’t want to make other services’ costs increase because of it.  She feels we need to know the actual firm cost of building the center before making a decision and that right now there are too many unanswered questions.  

A motion was made by Akland, second by Womack, to get architects started on a design plan and get a better idea of the cost of building the center, motion carried.  

At this time Mayor Palmer thanked everyone for coming and voicing their opinions in this matter.

Unfinished Business:

Lease Purchase Financing for Golf Course Equipment: Resolution 2006-04 approving the execution and delivery of a governmental lease-purchase agreement between First Savings Bank and the City of Beresford for the purpose of providing funds to finance the costs of acquiring certain equipment to include a greens mower, roughs mower and fairway mower was approved on a motion by Von Eschen, second by Akland, motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2006-04 (published separate of minutes)

New Business:

2006 Mosquito Prevention and Control Grant Application: On a motion by Womack, second by Lambert, the following Resolution 2006-03 was adopted.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2006-03

WHEREAS, the South Dakota Department of Health has authorized the making of grants to public bodies to support integrated mosquito control programs at the local level; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. That Jerry Zeimetz is hereby authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the City of Beresford with the South Dakota Dept. of Health to support integrated mosquito control programs for the City of Beresford,

2. That Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator, is hereby directed to furnish such information as the above mentioned state agency may reasonably request in connection with the application, which is hereby authorized to be filed.

3. That the City of Beresford shall provide a minimum of 50% of the total cost of the mosquito control program.

Adopted this 3rd day of April 2006.







_____________________________________







Brent Palmer, Mayor

ATTEST: ____________________________


    Kathy Moller


    Finance Officer

Gas Quotes: No gas quotes were received.  Total Stop received the bid last month and they have agreed to sell at pump price less taxes for the month of April.     
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Safe Drinking Water Award from SDENR: For several years in a row now, the Beresford Water Treatment Plant has maintained 100% compliance in safe drinking water and has again been awarded the Safe Drinking Water Award.  Congratulations go to all the employees of the water department and water treatment plant: Dan Andre, Ray Boden, Jim Truman, Keith Kropuenske, Cameron Voegeli, Craig Akland, Dennis Lounsbery, Dave Fedderson, and Jay Bontje.

Summer Internship for City Hall: A student in the USD Masters Program has applied for a summer intern position with the City of Beresford.  Since no funds have been budgeted for this position, USD has given permission for the intern to work at no pay but will still receive credit for the internship at USD.

Deeding of Beresford Country Club Property to BEDCO: BEDCO has been approached by BHRC to purchase the former holes 8 and 9 upon which to build 2 four-plex housing units.  One unit will face north and one will face west.  Since the clubhouse plans have not yet been finalized, the property cannot be transferred.  In addition, an easement may be needed to get water and sewer to the buildings.  When we have final legal descriptions for the properties in question, a Resolution will be brought to the Council.

Summer Hours & Free Dumping at Rubble Site: On a motion by Von Eschen, second by Akland, the following changes will be made at the Rubble Site:

Summer hours will begin on April 11th and will be as follows: Tuesday through Friday 1:30 – 4:30 p.m., Saturdays 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:30 – 4:30.  In addition, Beresford 

residents will be allowed to dump yard wastes (branches, grass clippings, leaves) at no charge from April 11 – May 20th.

Motion carried.

Discussion & Information Items:

NIMS Training: Councilman Cotton reported that the NIMS Training will be held in Elk Point on April 5, 12, 19 & 26 from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Department Head Meeting: Jerry Zeimetz reminded the Council that there will be a special meeting on Tuesday, April 4th at 6:30 p.m. to meet with each department head.

Approval of Travel Requests:

There were no travels requests for this meeting. 

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Lambert, second by Von Eschen, to approve payment of the bills listed below, motion carried.

Jeff Carnes, refund, $42.73; Darlene Helm, refund, $147.54; Interstates Construction, refund, $43.92; Craig Steensland, refund, $22.48; Dan Andre, travel, $222.50; Appeara, maintenance, $300.06; Ash Battery Systems, inspection, $680.00; Beal Distributing, beer, $7,660.50; Brookings/Swiftel, toll settlement, $50.46; Carlson’s Body Shop, vehicle expense, $111.80; Carlson Distributing, beer, $3,716.70; Chesterman Co., supplies, $360.00; Dan Cotton, travel, $177.85; Culhane Communications, refund, $26.60; Cutler-Magner Co., chemicals, $2,765.95.

Dakbev, LLC, resale mdse, $223.50; Dakota Beverage, beer & liquor, $3,196.45; Dakota Coils, repair, $375.50; Dakota Supply Group, repair, $191.30; Eastway Auto, vehicle exp., $440.86; Gall’s Inc., equipment, $552.98; Gempler’s Inc., clothing, $129.95; Hawkins Water Treatment, chemicals, $3,891.17; Johnson Brothers, resale mdse & 
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liquor, $3,348.59; LECA, assessment, $1,445.00; Menards, supplies, $131.95; Kathy Moller, travel, $55.63; Pinnacle Publishing, directories, $3,689.61; Precision Small Engine Co., shop equipment, $49.93.

Printing Plus, office supplies, $290.55; Queen City Wholesale, supplies, $1,327.41; Ramkota Inn-Pierre, travel, $109.58; Schmidt Excavating, crane use, $714.00; SD Dept. of Health, lab fees, $132.00; SD Human Resource Assoc., registration fee, $25.00; SD Mun. Street Maint. Assoc., travel, $25.00; SD Network, operating expense, $297.14; Sodak Distributing, liquor, $5,781.15; Telec Consulting Resources, consulting fee, $4,697.50; Tiedeman Refrigeration, filter, $32.98; UPS, shipping fees, $69.97; Universal Publications, advertising, $125.00; USAC, USF Clearing, $2,111.56.

A & B Business, documentation fee, $35.00; ABM Equipment & Supply, filter element, $104.86; American Library Preview, books, $455.47; American Safety Utility Corp., safety equipment, $223.75; Applied Software, repair, $94.00; Audio Adventures, audio books, $44.00; Baker & Taylor, books, $657.50; Barnes & Noble, books, $39.90; Beresford Community Bus, 2006 subsidy, $5,000.00; Brown & Saenger, office & election expense, $70.26; Bureau of Educ. & Research, travel, $179.00; D & D Pest Control, maintenance, $70.00; Demco Inc., supplies, $144.85.

Ditch Witch of SD, vehicle exp., $147.56; Gale Group, books, $107.10; Graham Tire Co., vehicle exp., $535.85; Graybar Electric, tools, $526.88; Hillyard, supplies, $83.75; IBEW Local 426, union dues, $567.00; Intense Graphics, clothing, $162.24; Iowa Office Supply, office supplies, $689.88; Kruse Building Ctr., supplies, $1,138.99; Learning Opportunities, books, $684.05; MidAmerica Books, books, $95.98; Midwest Tape, tapes, $358.82; Muller Auto Parts, vehicle exp., $770.49; Jane Norling, travel, $152.00; Northern Tool & Equipment, fender, $79.26.

Ollis Book Corp., books, $265.76; Olson’s Hardware, supplies, $512.18; Pedersen Machine, vehicle exp., $3,978.80; Printing Plus, stamp, $16.45; SD State Archives, microfilm, $30.00; SD Supplemental Ret. Plan, retirement plan, $160.00; Sprint PCS, phones, $577.22; Upstart, summer reading program, $433.13; Viking Office Products, supplies, $123.41; Wesco, equipment, $2,949.18; Jerry Zeimetz, car allowance, $300.00; Ernest Johnson, deposit refund, $100.00; Erik Traxler, deposit refund, $200.00; Erik Traxler, deposit refund, $100.00.

 SF Sanitation, contract, $4,805.50; Ascom Hasler Leasing, postage machine, $190.82; Beresford Cablevision, service, $144.50; Beresford Mun. Telephone, service, $3,804.47; Beresford Mun. Utilities, service, $8,790.28; LECA, toll settlements, $15,061.00; Lewis & Clark RWS, 3rd Qtr., 2006, $30,660.75; New York Life Insurance Co., group life ins., $219.95.

March 2006 Payroll: Finance $3,858.89; Gov’t Bldg. $153.27; Police $12,973.87; Dispatch $9,556.44; Street $9,971.43; Parks $3,076.80; Liquor $5,812.57; Water $6,327.87; Electric 

$15,460.56; Sewer $5,337.51; Telephone $22,041.36; Rubble/Recycling $1,047.14; Library $5,528.48; Bldg. Inspector $120.00; City Admin. $4,616.00; Golf Course $1,799.58; Planning & Zoning $650.00.

Adjournment: As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. on a motion by Akland, second by Lambert, motion carried.

____________________________________
Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer

Recorded by Beth Rasmussen
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