Beresford City Council

February 22, 2005

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on February 22, 2005, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Rich Spaans, Larry Bork, Merlyn Brosz, Pete Womack, Chuck Von Eschen. 

Members absent: Gary Lambert.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer; Thomas Frieberg, City Attorney.

Adopt Agenda:  A motion to adopt the agenda was made Spaans, second by Bork, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meetings held on February 7 & 14, 2005, were approved on a motion by Bork, second by Womack, motion carried.

Public Hearing:

Hearing on Special Assessments – Walnut Street Improvements: At this time, Councilman Larry Bork, excused himself from the meeting.  

Leland & Jean Saugstad were present regarding the Walnut Street Special Assessments.  Mr. Saugstad stated that he has not had any complaints from any of the Walnut Street residents on the street improvements so assumes that everyone is satisfied.  He did state that he is concerned about the final coat of asphalt being applied already; he thought the street should sit a year before the final layer is applied.  Jerry Zeimetz reported that Banner Engineering approved the procedure the way it was done.  Dan Andre, Street Superintendent, was present and also agreed that it is usually done this way.

Jerry Zeimetz stated that all landowners were sent payment information and can make payment at City Hall within 30 days, or after 30 days the information is sent to Union County and the county will collect balances due.  The amount due will be assessed to property taxes and payable over a period of 7 years.

Resolution 2005-03 was adopted on a motion by Von Eschen, second by Spaans, motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2005-3 (Published separate of minutes)

At this time, Councilman Bork re-entered the meeting.

Unfinished Business: 

471st Ave., ½ mile North, currently maintained by Pleasant Township: The City is considering taking over the ½ mile stretch of 471st Avenue from the corner at Highway 46 north to just past the Beresford Electric Substation.  This will be done so we can begin to develop plans for the infrastructure and street improvements for the new industrial park.  A portion of the EDA grant will pay for the infrastructure improvements. 

Hire Part-Time Meter Reader: Jerry talked to Larry Pravecek and Larry has agreed to read the meters on a part-time basis for $10.00 per hour.   On a motion by Spaans, second by Brosz, approval was given to hire Larry Pravecek to read meters, motion carried.

New Business:

Ordinance Change from Schedule 34 to 40 for Water/Sewer Pipe: Dan Andre was present to discuss an ordinance change for 34 grade to 40 grade water/sewer pipe.  The cost difference is minimal for the change.  Jerry will work with Dan to draw up the ordinance changes. 

Sick Leave Donation Policy: Jane Norling did some research on implementing a Sick Leave Donation Policy.  This policy would enable full-time City employees to donate between 4 and 40 hours of sick leave to a fellow full-time employee.  The employee receiving the donated time must have depleted all paid sick leave and vacation leave, and is eligible to receive a maximum of 60 sick leave days per lifetime.  The person receiving the donated sick leave will receive his or her current pay regardless of the pay of the donating employee.

All Council members agreed that this policy will be well received by all employees, and was approved with a motion by Von Eschen, second by Bork, motion carried.

Adopt Student Library Assistant Job Description: Jerry distributed copies of the proposed Student Library Assistant Job Description for approval.  Jane Norling, Library Director, stated that she has received 3 applications to date, and is waiting for 3 to be completed and returned.  She is hoping to have a person to recommend for hire at the next Council Meeting.  The job description was approved on a motion by Bork, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Abatement Request from Union County: Due to an error by Union County, there is a change in the tax assessment of the apartments owned by Donita Evenson.  The abatement in the amount of $645 was approved on a motion by Spaans, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Change Order #3 – Community Safety Center: Change Order #3 for the Community Safety Center in the amount of $1,162.62 to install additional outlets and conduit for a command center within the building was reviewed.  The Command Center will be located just outside the meeting room.  Jerry stated that this should be the last change order for the Safety Center and the Center should be completed by the end of next week.

Change Order #3 in the amount of $1,162.62 was approved for payment on a motion by Bork, second by Womack, motion carried.

Prior to the next City Council on March 7th, the Council will meet at the Community Safety Center at 6:30 p.m. for a tour.  The actual Council Meeting will be held at the Library as usual, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Part-time Police Officer Hire: Now that Ryan Knutson has been hired full-time, the Police Department would like to add another part-time officer to fill in when needed.  Andrew Minihan, a Lincoln County Deputy Sheriff was recommended.  On a motion by Von Eschen, second by Womack, Minihan was hired as a part/time officer at 10.50 per hour, motion carried.

Advertising for Temporary Summer Golf Course Employees: Jerry would like to start advertising for summer help for the Golf Course.  We are looking at 2-3 temporary employees for mowing, etc.  On a motion by Bork, second by Von Eschen, advertising was approved, motion carried.

Speeding on Highway 46: Councilman Womack has received a complaint regarding drivers speeding on Highway 46, particularly semis in the evenings.  Pete went out and watched one evening and agreed that the trucks are traveling faster than the posted 30 mph.  Jerry will ask the Police Department to increase their patrol of this area.

Public Nuisance Complaints: Mayor Palmer has received a complaint regarding the Kennedy Tire building on Main Street.  There is concern about the junk cars being an eyesore & embarrassment to surrounding businesses and residents, there are tires there that may attract mosquitoes in the summer if filled with water, and there is potential for rodents to nest among the items laying outside.  Jerry will ask the Code Enforcement Officer to look at the area and talk to the owner to see what can be done.  

Mayor Palmer also received a complaint that there has been a lot of garbage from the Liquor Store dropped in the yard between the Liquor Store and DeSaix Law and that the past Liquor Store Manager always picked it up each morning.  Jerry will see to it that someone walks through the yard each morning to pick up any trash left by liquor Store customers.
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Approval of Travel Requests: A motion was made by Spaans, second by Von Eschen, to approve the following travel requests:  Motion carried.


Water System Distribution Training, Sioux Falls, Feb. 17, Truman, Voegeli


New Operator Orientation Workshop, Sioux Falls, March 3, Truman, Voegeli


Intermediate Water Treatment, Mitchell, April 5-7, Truman, Voegeli


Midstates Community Economic Development Conference, South Sioux City, March 23, Zeimetz


Governors Office of Econ. Development Conference, Pierre, April 5-7, Zeimetz


North Central Cable TV Assoc., Mpls, March 13-15, Lyle


Fiber to Home Seminar, Chamberlain, Feb. 23-24, Jacobson, Antonson


Minnesota Telecom Alliance, Mpls, March 20-23 Hansen, VanBallegooyen

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Bork to approve payment of the bills listed below, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

A&B Business Equipment, $98.00, office rentals; AFLAC, $331.46, group insurance; Denise Akland, $33.07, entertainment expense; Alliance Communications, $82.58, Access charges; Amsterdam Printing & Litho, $156.76, employment applications; Ascom Hasler Leasing, 190.82, postage machine; John Bickett, $887.50, January & February Library annuity; Border States Electric, $5,553.38, hardware; Carlson’s Body Shop, $50.00, vehicle repair; Cellular One AZ, $35.68, telephone; Conseco Health Ins., $273.30, group insurance; Culligan Water Conditioning, $32.80, chemicals; Cutler-Magner Company, $2,415.53, chemicals.

D & D Pest Control, $70.00, buildings & grounds; DakotaCare, $19,200.62, insurance; DGR Engineers, $1,357.00, consulting fees; Dakota Coils, $192.00, machinery expense; Erickson’s Heating & AC, $1,100.00, Recycling Center; Express Communications, $5,829.30, toll settlements; Farmers Union Coop, $2,515.38, fuel; Fiber Ring Pooling, $3,611.00, January STPA; Fiesta Foods, $287.90, supplies; First Savings Bank, $1,413.83, Feb. Excise Tax; Gall’s Inc., $613.90, clothing & vehicle expense; Barb Geyer, $24.87, Mayor’s Mile expense; Gov. Office of Econ. Dev., $105.00, conference fee; Graybar Electric, $826.18, hardware.

Hawkins Water Treatment, $3,898.16, chemicals;  Intense Graphics, $1,035.14, Mayor’s Mile; James Steel Erection, $38,070.00, Com. Safety Ctr.; Jet Truck Plaza, $55.68, vehicle expense; Light & Siren, $317.90, light bar; MACC, $3,123.06, billing fees; Menard’s, $77.77,  MidAmerican Energy, $4,097.74, natural gas; Minnesota Telecom Alliance, $280.00, 2005 dues; NECA Services, $433.96, toll settlements;  Michael J. Nordquist, $76.40, travel; One Call System, $2.94, locate fees; Prairie Wave, $51.52, central office repair; 

Printing Plus, $784.00, billing sheets; Qwest Comm., $116.76, toll settlements; Safety Kleen, $134.65, supplies.

Sanitation Products, $225.00, vehicle expense; SD Dept of Revenue, $12,413.17, sales tax; SD Network, $130.26, 800 database; SD State Radio Comm., $1,800.00, teletype service; Southeastern Elec Coop, 734.30, power for wells; Stan Houston Equip, $114.30, repair; James Truman, $9.00, travel; Cameron Voegeli, $177.17, travel & clothing; Travis Watkins, $14.00, travel; Wesco, $2,803.71, hardware & meters; Beresford Schools, $6,254.77, e-rate credit; Wells Fargo Remittance Center, $950.89, travel & supplies; GCSA of SD, $140.00, registration fee.

Discussion & Information Items:

Executive Session: At 8:05 a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal issues was made by Von Eschen, second by Spaans, motion carried.  The regular meeting reconvened at 8:15 p.m.

Adjournment: 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. on a motion by Von Eschen , second by Womack.   Motion carried.









__________________________________









Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer









Recorded by Beth Rasmussen 
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