Beresford City Council

November 20, 2006

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on November 20, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer, presiding, Dan Cotton, Wayne Akland, Gary Lambert, Pete Womack, Rich Spaans, Chuck Von Eschen.

Members absent: None.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator, Kathy Moller, Finance Officer, Tom Frieberg, City Attorney.

Adopt Agenda: A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Akland, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meeting held on November 6, 2006 were approved, based on a correction by Lambert, on a motion by Cotton, second by Lambert, motion carried.   

Public Forum & Visitors:
Tom Walsh, Lutheran Social Services, disposal of rubble from old Bethesda Nursing Home: LSS has requested that the City waive the landfill fees when they demolish the old Bethesda Nursing Home and bring the rubble to the City landfill site.  They have an estimate from Soukup Construction of approximately 5,000 tons.  The asbestos has been removed from the building and the report was given to Jerry Zeimetz.  Dan Andre, Street Department Superintendent, was present and stated that we don’t have the equipment to spread the rubble out so this will be done by whoever LSS hires to do the demolition.  LSS would also like to purchase fill-dirt to fill the hole up after the demolition.  LSS will be getting bids in the next week or two and plan to start as soon as possible.  It was also suggested they contact the owners of the land between the building site and the landfill to see about the possibility of crossing the field to the landfill to save time & distance rather than having to go to the highway.  On a motion by Lambert, second by Von Eschen, approval was given for the City to allow LSS to bury the debris from the old Bethesda building at the City landfill at $2.00/cubic yard and purchase fill-dirt for $1.00/cubic yard, and in addition, LSS will supply their own equipment to dump the rubble, motion carried.  

Bob Dolan – Concerns abut hog nursery within 1 mile of City limits: Bob Dolan requested an opportunity to voice his concerns about the possibility of a hog nursery being built within 1 mile of city limits.  He listed his concerns as follows: 


. If one is allowed, more may follow.


. Devaluation of Mr. Dolan’s nearby property


. Devaluation of housing lots adjacent to the golf course 

The Council plans to hold a public forum on December 18th prior to the Council Meeting to educate the community and get feedback regarding this issue.  They feel it is important that Mr. Dolan attend the meeting to voice his concerns.  There is a possibility that the Council will vote on the issue that evening after the public forum.  If they don’t vote on it then, the issue may be added to the January 2nd agenda and the City Council will vote at that time.  Jerry will place it on the agenda for the December 4th meeting and the public forum will be publicized in the Beresford Republic and on Channel 8.

Department Head Reports: 

Dan Cotton – Lewis & Clark: Councilman Cotton questioned as to whether we have anyone that would be interested in participating in a study on treatment plants.  Dan Andre said he will see if anyone in his department would like to attend the meetings.

Unfinished Business:

Resolution 2006-20 A Resolution Declaring Necessity and Expediency of Issuing Bonds and Submitting the Question of Issuing Bonds to the Voters for financing the City’s share of the Lewis & Clark Rural Water project: January 23, 2007 has been set for a Special Election to allow the public to vote on the necessity to issue bonds to finance the cities share of the Lewis & Clark Rural Water Project.  The City would like to issue General Obligation Bonds and use existing Lewis & Clark revenue to pay the bond back.  On a motion by Von Eschen, second by Akland, Resolution 2006-20, A Resolution Declaring Necessity and Expediency of Issuing Bonds and Submitting the Question of Issuing Bonds to the Voters was approved.  All present voted yes. 

Resolution 2006-20 (published separate of minutes)

Additional Volunteer for the Policies & Procedures Committee for the Community Center/Clubhouse: Jerry reported that Jennifer Olson has volunteered to join the Policies & Procedures Committee for the CC/CH.  They will be meeting in the very near future.

New Business:

Set Hearing Date for Liquor License Renewals: On a motion by Lambert, second by Von Eschen, the liquor license hearing date was scheduled for Monday, December 4, 2006, at the City Council Meeting held at the Beresford Library at 7:30 p.m., motion carried.

Surplus Property – Street Department: Dan Andre submitted a list of items he would like to declare surplus items:


PTO Generator (for parts)


2 Wheel Trailer Mounted Cement Mixer


Tail Gate Sander


Sickle Sharpener


Bush Hog


Folding Chairs


3 pt. Post Hole Digger


Aluminum Topper for S-10 Pickup


Homemade Snow Bucket


5 Cattle Gates


Window Air Conditioner


36” Entrance Door


’75 Chevy Dump Truck

The above items all with an estimated value of less that $500 were declared surplus on a motion by Akland, second by Womack, motion carried.  The City will advertise the surplus items and accept sealed bids, taking the best offer by the posted date.

Rubble Site Winter Hours: On a motion by Spaans, second by Womack, the Rubble Site will change to winter hours effective December 5, 2006, motion carried.  Winter hours are: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30 – 4:30 and Saturdays 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:30 – 4:30.

Part-Time Employee Wage Adjustment: Kathy Moller requested an increase in Sue Denton’s wage and possibly $100.00 clothing allowance, per year.  Sue has worked at City Hall for 17 months and has not had an increase in that time.  On a motion by Lambert, second by Cotton, Sue’s wage will be increased 30 cents per hour effective 11/20/06, motion carried.  The Council Policies & Procedures Committee, consisting of Wayne Akland, Chuck Von Eschen, and Dan Cotton, will review the clothing allowance for full-time and part-time employees and bring a recommendation to the next meeting.

Approve Final Payment on 1996 Electric Revenue Bonds: On a motion by Spaans, second by Womack, approval was given to make the final payment on the 1996 Electric Revenue Bonds, motion carried.

Write-Off of Delinquent Utility Accounts over 5 years old: Kathy Moller, Finance Officer, requested approval to write off delinquent accounts that are over 5 years old in the amount of $22,592.04.  The more recent accounts will be sent to Credit Collections Bureau (they will not take accounts over 5 years old).  A motion was made by Von Eschen, second by Akland, to write off the delinquent accounts 5 years & over, motion carried.

Consider Resolution to Increase Electric Rates: The City received notification that Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) will be increasing the cost of the power we purchase by 8.2% on January 1, 2007.  In addition, Western Area Power Association (WAPA) will be raising their rates 5.7% on January 1, 2007.  Our last increase of 3.5% was on March 1, 2006 because of a WAPA increase.  The rate increase for WAPA is due to the low water table on the river causing WAPA to have to purchase more water, and MRES is also having water issues in Wyoming and has to buy well rights from the farmers there, causing their prices to increase.  In addition to these increases, all the electric department materials that need to be purchased have had significant price increases.  A motion to adopt Resolution 2006-21 to increase electric rates 6% effective January 1, 2007 was made by Lambert, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Resolution 2006-21 (published separate of the minutes)

Consider Resolution to add .75 cents per telephone line for E-911 service: A motion was made by Womack, second by Cotton, to adopt Resolution 2006-22 a Resolution Establishing an Emergency 911 Surcharge for Customers of Beresford Municipal Telephone which will add .75 cents per telephone line which will be dedicated just to this service, motion carried.  

Resolution 2006-22 (published separate of the minutes)

Discussion & Information Items: 

Update on Community Center/Clubhouse Project: As of today the walls have been poured and the plumbing work has started.  The interior floor will be poured next week.  Jerry will be getting the final information from the interior designer soon.

Update on North Industrial Park Infrastructure Improvements: The road has been graded to the needed elevation and the sewer mains as well as most of the water main are in.  The rest of the improvements will be completed next spring. 

Letter from Gerry Coffman: Gerry Coffman sent a letter regarding the 13th Street bike path suggesting a solid yellow line dividing the bike path from the driving lane, and also suggested painting the curb yellow.  According to the City Engineer a solid yellow line is used to separate two separate lanes of traffic.  They recommended repainting the existing white line and make it wider.  They also suggested adding some additional lines on the path itself.  Four flashing yellow lights as well as some additional signage will be added to alert drivers that a bike lane is adjacent to East 13th Street.

Dakota Care Insurance Quote: The DakotaCare quote for 2007 has increased 19.5%.  Jerry has asked Jensen Insurance to look at different options to see if the cost can be lowered at all.  The Council feels we should get 2-3 more quotes from other companies to see what their prices are before we sign a contract with DakotaCare.  Jerry will check into getting quotes from other companies such as Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Avera, SV Health.   We should also look at some type of flex plan.  

Approval of Travel Requests:

The following travels requests were approved on a motion by Lambert, second by Womack, motion carried:


 Election Workshop, Sioux Falls, Dec. 1, Rasmussen & Moller

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Akland, second by Spaans, to approve payment of the bills listed below, motion carried.

Banner Associates, Inc., engineering services, $1,281.10; Beresford High School, advertising, $90.00; Beresford Republic, advertising, $397.98; Best Western, lodging, $194.92; Cori Bonte, LGT reimbursement, $135.00; Business Forms & Accounting, checks, $325.14; Cedar Shore Hotel, lodging, $224.85; Cede & Co., ’96 Electric System Revenue Bonds, $61,590.00; Larry Christensen, travel, $36.00; City of Beresford, liquor licenses, $1,650.00; Concrete Materials, golf sand, $352.12; First Nat’l Bank/SF, Series 2000 TIF Bonds, $53,357.50; Frieberg, Etal, retainer & fees, $2,010.00; Hydrolic, supplies, $193.30; Iowa Office Supply, office supplies, $201.39.

Jet Service Center, vehicle exp., $48.85; Kelly Knutson, travel, $18.00; MACC, billing fees, $2,834.14; Matt Parrott & Sons, W-2 Forms, $179.42; MidAmerican Energy, gas, $938.99; Midwest Radar & Equipment, radar contract, $75.00; Kathy Moller, clothing & travel, $163.17; Office Max, supplies, $192.11; One Call Systems, Inc., locate fees, $35.00; Randall Stanley Architects, eng. fees, $3,396.87; SD Dept. of Revenue, CIF, $330.20; SD Municipal League, registration fees, $30.00; Total Stop Convenience Store, fuel, $329.17; Zimco Supply Co., chemicals, $788.75; ABM Equipment, cylinder, $305.94; Alliance Communications, recurring charges, $78.90.

John Bickett, library annuity, $443.75; Burmeister Electric, street light supplies, $1,521.84; Craig Christensen, golf merchandise & clothing, $213.00; Mike Conklin, travel & hours worked, $672.30; Conseco Health Ins. Co., group ins., $273.30; Cutler & Donahoe, LLP, legal fees, $2,950.64; cutler-Magner Co., chemicals, $2,899.78; DGR Engineers, eng. fees, $247.50; Dale Ende, used golf balls, $60.00; Express Communications, toll settlement, $4,992.78; David Fedderson, door repair, $45.00; Fiber Ring Pooling, pooling fees, $3,611.00; Gempler’s Inc., clothing, $286.50; Graham Tire Co., tires for bucket truck, $1,056.00; Graybar Electric, supplies, $1,305.23.

Halsen Products Co., repair, $158.61; Intense Graphics, clothing, $172.79; JH Larson Electrical co., supplies, $174.88; Lewis Drug Stores, work comp & supplies, $49.37; Michael Todd & Co., sign, $25.53; Moller Construction, Liquor Store driveway & sidewalk, $7,657.97; Prairiewave, CO repair, $46.10; SDN, operating exp., $2,326.81; Sioux Pipe Inc., supplies, $709.96; Titan Machinery, latch, $22.15; Wesco, supplies, $2,421.19; AFLAC, group ins., $1,688.34; Kansas City Life Ins. Co., group ins., $163.20; DakotaCare, group ins., $26,314.77; Eastway Auto, fire dept. repairs, $1,011.05.

Executive Session: At 8:55 p.m. a motion was made by Von Eschen, second by Spaans, to move to executive session to discuss a personnel issue, motion carried.
Mayor Palmer declared the council out of executive session at 9:11 p.m.

Adjournment: As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:13 p.m. on a motion by Akland, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

____________________________________
Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer

Recorded by Beth Rasmussen
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