Beresford City Council

April 4, 2005
The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on April 4, 2005, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Rich Spaans, Larry Bork, Merlyn Brosz, Pete Womack, Chuck Von Eschen. 

Members absent: Gary Lambert.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer; Thomas Frieberg, City Attorney.

Adopt Agenda:  A motion to adopt the agenda was made Spaans, second by Womack, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meetings held on March 21 & 22, 2005, were approved on a motion by Spaans, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Public Forum & Visitors:

Donna Nixa – AFLAC: Donna Nixa was present to discuss the AFLAC insurance coverage for city employees.  She reported that she has had a very positive response from the employees and that many have taken out new or additional insurance packages.  She stated that this is completely voluntary on the employees’ part and is paid entirely by the individual employees through payroll deductions.  Ms. Nixa also informed the council that AFLAC can provide administrative support at no cost to the City to pre-tax health insurance benefits for the employees.  This would give the employees and the City an approximate 25% tax savings.  A motion was made by Spaans to approve pre-taxing health insurance employee benefits, second by Bork, motion carried.

Unfinished Business:

Hire Baseball Coaches: Mayor Palmer reported that a decision on baseball coaches has not been made yet but will be ready for the next Council Meeting.

Summer Hire for Electric Department: The Electric Department would again like to hire a temporary employee for summer work and recommend Cory Coggins.  Cory also worked for the Electric Department the summer of 2004.  On a motion by Von Eschen, second by Bork, approval to hire Cory Coggins for the Electric Department at a rate of $6.25 was granted.  Motion carried.

New Business: 

Resignation from HRC Board, Consider Appointment to Fill Term: Howard Kennedy submitted his resignation from the HRC Board due to health reasons.  Mayor Palmer recommends Kay Grosvenor to fill his term.   On a motion by Bork, second by Von Eschen, Kay Grosvenor was approved to fill Howard Kennedy’s term on the HRC Board, motion carried.

Authorize Purchase of 1999 Ford F-350 with Utility Box off State Surplus, and declare 1980 ¾ ton Chevrolet surplus:  Jay Nordquist, Electric Department Superintendent, would like to purchase a 1999 Ford F-350 from the State Surplus for $4,500.00.  This truck is 4WD and comes with a utility box.  It previously belonged to the DOT so most of the miles are highway miles.  The Electric Department has been using the maroon S10 pickup but with the purchase of the new vehicle, it will be used for the Rubble Site vehicle, and the blue pickup currently used at the Rubble Site used by the Golf Course/Parks Department, and the 1980 pickup currently used by the Park Department be declared surplus and sold to the highest bidder.

Council members Rich Spaans, Merlyn Brosz and Larry Bork were appointed as the Board of Appraisers to determine a value for the 1980 pickup.  On a motion by Bork, second by Spaans, the 1980 pickup surplus price was set at a minimum of $50.00.

On a motion by Spaans, second by Brosz, the 1999 F-350 pickup will be purchased for the Electric Department.  Motion carried.

Safe Drinking Water Award from the SDENR: Jerry Zeimetz announced that the Beresford Water Treatment Operators received a Certificate of Achievement for Public Water Safety Federal & State Regulations for Safe Drinking Water.  Congratulations to all at the Water Treatment Plant for a job well done!

Gas Quotes: A motion to approve the only gas bid from Cenex in the amount of $2.076 was made by Von Eschen, second by Womack, motion carried.  Jerry stated that with the increase in gas prices, we will now ask for ethanol blend prices in future quotes.

Union County Comprehensive Plan Review:  All the Council Members received copies of the Union County Comprehensive Plan and were asked to read through it to see if they want to address any of the issues.  Jerry noted that the County has marked one mile around the city for future expansions.

Free Dumping at Rubble Site: We will again be offering free dumping of leaves, tree branches and grass clippings only at the Rubble Site from April 5 through May 14.  Jerry will put an ad in the Republic on this.

The summer hours at the Rubble Site will also go into effect on April 7th.  The summer hours are as follows:

Tuesday – Friday 1:30 – 4:30, Saturday 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:30 – 4:30.

City Wide Clean-Up: Since all departments have so many projects at this time, it was decided that we will not do curbside pick up for the City Wide Clean up this year.  Instead, we will allow residents to bring items to the rubble site at no charge for one or two weeks.  Those dates will be determined at a later date.

Review Bids for Turf Sprayer for Golf Course & Parks Department:  The low bid of $19,980.00 from Midwest Turf & Irrigation was received for the Turf Sprayer.  The bid was accepted on a motion by Bork, second by Womack, motion carried.

Change Order #4, Community Safety Center: Change Order  #4 from James Steel Erection for the Community Safety Center to connect the standby generator in the amount of $245.78 was received and approved for payment on a motion by Womack, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Lease Purchase Agreement for Street Sweeper:  The Elgin Street Sweeper that was approved for purchase at the previous meeting will be put on a lease purchase agreement with a down payment of $26,000.00 and 4 annual payments of $27,259.38.  Approval for the lease purchase agreement for the street sweeper was given on a motion by Von Eschen, second by Spaans, motion carried.

Hire Seasonal Golf Course/Parks Employees: Kelly would like to hire Greg Bates for the Golf Course Maintenance I position.  Greg is in his second year of Horticulture/Turf Management and will be primarily responsible for the existing golf course.  It was also recommended that Luke Zweifel and Jill Johnke be hired for the Golf Course Maintenance II positions.  These positions will also be working holidays and some weekends during the summer.  One more person may be hired for the golf course maintenance position at a later date.

On a motion by Von Eschen, second by Brosz, approval was given to hire the following for golf course/parks maintenance:


Greg Bates
$8.50


Luke Zweifel
$7.00


Jill Johnke
$7.00

Motion carried.

Union County Assessments: There have been many questions from the public concerning the fairness of the property tax assessments in Union County.  Some properties are under assessed while many are over assessed.  In order to be fair to the entire city, including Lincoln County residents, the council feels it is necessary to have

all properties within the city re-assessed.  On a motion by Spaans, second by Von Eschen, a recommended to re-assess the City of Beresford for property and building tax assessments will be made to Union and Lincoln Counties.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Travel Requests: A motion was made by Bork, second by Von Eschen, to approve the following travel requests:  Motion carried.
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SD Police Chiefs Spring Conference, Rapid City, April 27-29, Christensen


SD Code Enforcement Conference, Pierre, April 27-28, Zeimetz


Wastewater Lagoon Operations Workshop, Parker, April 14, Kropuenske

March 2005 Payroll:

Finance $5,288.25; Gov’t Bldg.$165.75; Police $16,897.70; Dispatch $12,112.02; Street $12,148.26; Parks $3,692.16; Liquor $7,684.38; Water $7,092.16; Electric $15,108.04; Sewer $6,544.88; Telephone $27,746.96; Rubble/Recycling $1,251.76; Library $5,966.12; Bldg. Inspector
$80.00; 

City Admin. $5,480.00; Planning & Zoning $340.00.

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Von Eschen to approve payment of the bills listed below, second by Spaans, motion carried.

Accounts Management, garnishment, $404.90; Batteries Plus, office supplies, $16.99; Larry Bork, travel, $32.00; Brookings/Swiftel, toll settlements, $47.59; Brown & Saenger, election expense, $129.00; CBI Business Services, office supplies, $25.37; Larry Christensen, mileage, $19.84; Dakota Coils, street sweeper, $33.75; Donald Salverda & Assoc., workshop, $1,585.31; Eastway Auto, Tahoe repair, $71.54; Election Systems & Software, ballots, $584.20; Frieberg, Etal, legal fees, $2,040.00; Todd Hansen, travel, $57.00; Hach Company, equipment repair, $132.00; Hawkins Water Treatment, chemicals, $3,004.95; Huskie Tools, tools, $308.47.

IBEW Local, union dues, $547.50; Jack’s Uniforms, clothing, $187.35; Jerry’s Chevrolet, vehicle repair, $132.78; Kansas City Life Ins., group insurance, $153.00; Loren Fischer Disposal, March contract, $4,565.00; Ted Lyle, travel, $119.00; Millennium Hotel, lodging, $399.84; Kathy Moller, mileage, $86.00; Pinnacle Publishing, 2005 directories, $4,710.60; R & W Electric, repair, $282.94; Sanitation Products, equipment, $188.28; SD Dept. of Health, lab testing, $125.00; SD Magazine, subscription, $19.00; SD Supplemental Ret. Plan, March deduction, $200.00; Sioux Falls Two Way Radio, repair, $67.00; Telec Consulting, consulting fees, $4,686.40.

Universal Publications, advertising, $125.00; United Parcel Service, March shipping, $91.75; Rob Van Ballegooyen, travel, $57.00; Windmill Campground, advertising, $80.00; Wall 2 Wall Carpet Store, repair, $122.94; Jerry Zeimetz, car allowance, $100.00; Zep Mfg, supplies, $47.46; Samuel Amdahl, refund, $9.36; Dorothy Christiansen, refund, $30.08; First Baptist Church, refund, $19.13; Hill Pharmacy, refund, $186.91; Beverly Jervik, refund, $11.49; Bradley Jones, refund, $34.19; Andrew Paulsen, refund, $34.12; Patti Stadelman, refund, $8.84; Stone Hearth Restaurant, refund, $9.52; Quartier, Randy, refund, $7.07; Joe Weiland, refund, $31.54.

State Property Management, 1999 Ford F-350, $4,500.00; Beresford Cablevision, April service, $99.60; Beresford Mun. Telephone, April service, $3,793.15; Beresford Mun. Utilities, April service, $8,033.92; Alco Pro, safety equipment, $506.50; Ascom Hasler, postage machine, $190.82; Baker & Taylor, library books, $672.40; Banyon Data Systems, seminar, $200.00; Barnes & Noble, library books, $236.25; Border States Electric, supplies, $2,553.97; Cabletec, underground hardware, $896.81; Cellular One AZ, Elec. Dept. phones, $129.35; Center Point Large Print, library books, $104.22; Dakota Supply Group, tower light supplies, $1,917.26.

Demco Media, supplies, $100.31; DFS Payment Processing Ctr, computer equipment, $1,262.00; Encyclopedia Britannica, microfilm, $56.95;  Gale Group, library books, $111.80; Gaylord Bros., office supplies, $306.60; Graybar Electric, underground hardware & Bridges, $11,947.20; Heinemann Library, library books, $91.05; Landmark Audiobooks, library books, $55.85; Milford Larson, library shelves, $2,751.65; Learning Opportunities, library books, $738.89; Lewis & Clark RWS, 3rd Qtr. 2005, $30,632.25; Midwest Tape, microfilm, $390.78; Minnesota Mun. Utilities Assoc., 2nd Qtr. 2005, $2,322.32; Muller Auto Parts, vehicle repair, $1,235.95.

Northern Truck Equipment, shop equipment, $1,451.60; Olson’s Hardware, supplies, $780.26; Piorier Equipment, vehicle expense, $107.43; Sagebrush Corp., technical support, $395.00; SD Telecom Assoc., fees, $2,070.88; Smart Apple Media, library books, $234.40;  Sport Supply Group, Inc., ball field supplies, $330.50; Sprint PCS, phones, $624.17; State Steel Supply Co., supplies, $355.04; Tony’s Kwik Stop, Fire Dept. fuel, $41.00; USAC, clearing account, $2,418.39; Wesco, street light supplies, $568.00; Wyss Assoc., Bridges engineering services, $2,501.93.

Executive Session:

At 8:05 p.m. a motion to enter into executive session to discuss personnel issues and development opportunities was made by Bork, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Mayor Palmer declared the Council out of executive session at 9:30 p.m.

Adjournment: 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:36 p.m. on a motion by Brosz, second by Bork.   Motion carried.








__________________________________









Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer









Recorded by Beth Rasmussen 
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