Beresford City Council

August 21, 2006

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on August 21, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Rich Spaans, Wayne Akland, Chuck Von Eschen, Gary Lambert, Pete Womack, Dan Cotton.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer, Tom Frieberg, City Attorney.

Absent: none.

Adopt Agenda: A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Spaans, second by Lambert, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meeting held on August 7, 2006, was approved on a motion by Akland, second by Womack, motion carried.

Public Forum & Visitors:

Dave Kostboth & Mark Jensen – Insurance Discussion: Dave Kostboth stated that he is very interested in bidding the City’s insurance but the September 8th due date is too soon.  He does plan to bid next year.

Mark Jensen was also present, along with John Graff, Field Rep for Employers Mutual Company.  Mark stated that there was a question on the replacement cost coverage for the City’s fire trucks, and the difference is the amount the City wants to place on each truck, up to the stated amount of the policy.  He feels that EMC does a great job of loss control over building values and replacement costs. 

The question has been raised as to how often the City should bid the insurance package.  In the past it has been done every three years.  Mr. Graff stated that it is rare for a public entity to bid their insurance annually as they don’t build a strong relationship with the agent.  Mark Jensen feels that no matter who gets the bid, the City should do it every 3 years at the most.  Dave Kostboth also feels that bidding the insurance annually isn’t a good idea.  

Mayor Palmer asked the Council to think about this issue and decide at the next meeting how often the City will bid the insurance package. 

Esther Zoss – Swimming Pool Discussion: Esther Zoss would like to create an advisory board to look at different options for the swimming pool – refurbish, repair or build new.  She would like to put together cost plans and see what would be feasible.  She has talked to many people who are interested in working on the committee.  The Council told Ms. Zoss that they appreciate her work in getting this going and realize that a lot of community support is needed.  The Council will give as much help to the process as possible.

North First Street Residents:  Residents of North 1st Street attending the meeting were Harlan Tiedeman, Bill Dolan and Bruce Moore.  Jerry Zeimetz had sent the residents on N. 1st Street the cost estimate for providing curb & gutter and asphalt paving to N. 1st St.  Jerry stated that this is the City Engineer’s cost estimate and we won’t know for sure what the cost will be until the bids are in, and that costs on anything that is oil or concrete based have increased significantly in recent months.  Attorney Frieberg told the residents that there are two options: 

1) Property owners can get their own bids and have the street built, and pay for it themselves.  The City then takes over maintenance of the street after the work has been approved.

2) The City pays all expenses and the property owners are accessed their portion over a number of  years at an interest rate not to exceed 10% through a property tax assessment.  Because of the number of notices and publications required this process can take up to 3 months.
It was decided that the property owners would like the City to go ahead and get the bids, with the stipulation that if they feel the bids are too high they can refuse them.   If possible, they would also like this project to be included in any other project going on in the City to help reduce costs.

This project will be bid after the first of the year.

Department Head Reports:

Jay Nordquist – Electric Superintendent: Jay was asked to attend the meeting to discuss overtime in the Electric Department.  The Council questioned the amount of overtime because when the fourth employee was hired last winter it was on the condition that overtime would be kept to a minimum.  Jay explained that when there is an outage, for safety issues they have to have two people go out to repair it, and that there has been a lot of trouble with digging the underground electric service, which has caused more overtime.  There are a lot of instances when things happen that can’t be predicted, and that causes overtime.  Jay doesn’t feel that his department’s overtime is so far out of line compared to other departments.  The Council did state that they feel the Electric Department is doing a great job, but in the future they would like explanations for the overtime.

Unfinished Business:

Estimated Costs to Bring Sewer Down Phase II Bridges Housing to the New Community Center/Clubhouse: Banner Associates sent two options for sewer service to the new Community Center/Clubhouse. The first is to install a two-pump packaged grinder lift station on the east side of the building and pump to a new gravity sewer line between the existing clubhouse and the cart shed that would then run to the existing gravity sewer line on 7th Street.  The probable cost for this is $43,000.00.  However, this gravity sewer line would also be utilized by the proposed HRC housing units that are to be built west of the existing clubhouse.  The cost for the gravity sewer line that would serve both the new Community Center/Clubhouse and HRC housing units is approximately $14,000.00.  The second alternative is to install a 12” gravity sewer line from the existing manhole in the future street west of the #6 tee box to a point in the future street east of the new CC/CH.  This would also serve all future housing along the proposed street.  The probable cost for this alternative is $195,000.00.  However, the lots along the interior of the golf course development have not been finalized and their layout may change, resulting in sewer service connections not being installed in the correct location. One alternative would be to install the sewer main now and install services later as the street is developed.  In addition, the new clubhouse is located approximately 400 ft. north of the last housing lot along the future street.  The construction cost for the segment of gravity sewer to reach the new CC/CH site is approximately $22,000.00.  The Council will make a decision on which way to go when the bids come in – see how the numbers look.  We may be better off doing it now as costs are increasing steadily.

M & M Building:  Jerry will send a letter to Mike McIlveney telling him the City is not interested in purchasing the building at this time.

New Business:

Review Plat of Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Tract 2 in Bridges First Addition – Resolution to Approve: A motion was made by Spaans, second by Akland, to approve the plat of Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Tract 2 in Bridges First Addition, motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2006-16

Be it resolved by the Beresford City Council that the above Plat of LOTS 1, 2, 3 AND 4 OF TRACT 2 IN BRIDGES FIRST ADDITION IN THE SW ¼ OF SECTION 5, TOWNSHIP 95 NORTH, RANGE 50 WEST OF THE 5TH P.M., CITY OF BERESFORD, UNION COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA be and the same is hereby approved.








____________________________________








Brent Palmer, Mayor

ATTEST:


________________________________

Kathy Moller, Finance Officer

Consider Resolution to Urge Defeat of Amendment E: Resolution 2006-17 was approved on a motion by Akland, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2006-17

WHEREAS, an initiated measure self-titled as “The J.A.I.L. Amendment” has been designated as Amendment E by the Secretary of State and will appear on the November, 2006 general election ballot; and

WHEREAS, Amendment E would abolish the doctrine of judicial immunity, create a special grand jury with an annual budget of over two million dollars, allow for the creation of special court under the jurisdiction of the special grand jury apart from the Unified Judicial System and would allow for jury nullification (a measure previously submitted to and rejected by the electorate); and

WHEREAS, the stated purpose of Amendment E is to correct the abuse of judicial power; and

WHEREAS, the South Dakota and the United States Constitutions and the laws made pursuant to these Constitutions by publicly elected officials currently provide remedies for the correction of any abuse of the judicial power; and

WHEREAS, Amendment E would subject any person or group of persons who exercise judicial authority, including quasi-judicial actions such as members of zoning boards of adjustment, planning commissions, and municipal governing bodies, to limitless liability; and

WHEREAS, Amendment E prevents public money from being used to defend a public official from a claim brought by the special grand jury, subjecting the official to massive personal liability; and

WHEREAS, a number of groups including the South Dakota Municipal League, the South Dakota Republican and Democratic parties, the South Dakota State Bar, and many others have voiced opposition to Amendment E because of the threat it poses to the judicial system and to public officials; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of South Dakota has unanimously approved House Concurrent Resolution 1004 strongly urging the voters of South Dakota to defeat Amendment E “to protect our system of justice, to protect economic development” and “to protect citizens from frivolous lawsuits”; and 


WHEREAS, the Beresford City Council has determined that Amendment E would be contrary to the best interests of the City of Beresford because of the potential damage Amendment E could do to South Dakota’s judicial system and the threat it poses to public servants who serve on many municipal boards, such as the Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Planning Commission, as well as the Beresford City Council.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Beresford that the Beresford City Council joins with the South Dakota Legislature, the South Dakota Municipal League, and other groups and strongly urges the voters of South Dakota to reject Amendment E when voting at the 2006 general election.


Dated this 21st day of August 2006.







CITY OF BERESFORD







______________________________







Brent Palmer, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Kathy Moller, Finance Officer

(SEAL)

Beresford Swimming Pool On-Site Evaluation Performed by Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources: The Mayor received the results of the on-site evaluation from the DENR on the swimming pool recently.  Jerry stated that this information is for the Council’s review and that the City will look at what we can do to improve the pool, but some items are not feasible.  A copy of the report will be sent to Esther Zoss.

Consider Hiring Part-time Janitor for the Liquor Store: Dee Akland, Liquor Store Manager, recommends hiring Brandy Wurth as part-time janitor for the liquor store.  Approval to hire Brandy Wurth at $8.50/hour was given on a motion by Womack, second by Lambert, motion carried.

Consider Hiring part-Time Officer for Police Department: Police Chief Christensen would like to hire Randall Kropp as a part-time police officer.  He is a certified officer currently living in Elk Point.  Approval to hire Randall Kropp at $10.50/hour as part-time police officer was given in a motion by Akland, second by Cotton, motion carried.

At this time there was discussion on other areas within the police department.  The police committee, consisting of Gary Lambert, Wayne Akland, and Dan Cotton, will meet to discuss different issues.

Discussion & Information Items:

Special Meeting for Budget Review – August 28, 2006: There will be a special meeting on Monday, August 28th, 2006, to review the proposed budget.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Next Council Meeting: Because of the Labor Day Holiday, the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 5, 2006.

MRES Regional Policymakers Dinner & Discussion: Any Council members planning on attending this meeting need to let Jerry know by August 29th.

MRES Gavins Point Dam Tour Sept. 20: Anyone attending this tour also need to let Jerry know as soon as possible.

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Akland, second by Cotton, to approve payment of the bills listed below, motion carried.

Curves, refund, $26.07; Fred Heinzman, refund, $16.73; William Jackson, refund, $8.84; Jason Jensen, refund, $58.79; Ryan Pederson, refund, $22.73; Qwest Invoice Media Process, refund special circuits, $533.34; Tyler Zeimetz, refund, $37.78; A-1 Portable Toilets, service, $450.00; All Star Pro Golf, range balls, $1,365.00; Alliance Communications, Alltel, phone service, $80.30; John Bickett, library annuity, $443.75; Mike Conklin, August contract, $3,400.00; Conseco Health Ins., group insurance, $273.30; Culligan Water Conditioning, service, $35.50; D & D Pest Control, pest control, $100.00.

Dakota Supply Group, resale mdse, $7.33; Family Memorials by Gibson, tee markers, $3,600.00; Farmers Coop Elevator, chemical, $173.60; David Fedderson, repair, $65.00; Fiber Ring Pooling, fiber ring pooling, $3,611.00; Hawkins Water Treatment, chemicals, $4,255.50; Heavenly Accents by Faith, clothing, $285.89; High Voltage Test Lab, glove testing, $23.76; Hydrologic, supplies, $7.33; Intoximeters Inc., supplies, $74.50; Jack’s Uniforms, clothing, $90.89; Jensen Agency, add’l premium, $1,035.00; David A. Larson, internet repair, $1,125.00; Linweld, cutting torch, $243.79.

Malloy Electric, repair pool pump, $1,025.19; Meyer-Century Labs, chemicals, $3,679.49; Mr. Golf Car Inc., 15 add’l rental carts, $2,050.00; Prairie Wave, CO repair, $46.19; Ramkota Inn-Pierre, travel, $77.00; Resco, wire, $4,762.06; SD Network, operating expense, $717.43; Twite Construction, repair, $1,105.10; Wesco, transformers & supplies, $1,118.16; A & B Business, corrected invoice, $1,158.95; Avenet, LLC, web-site registration, $220.00; Beresford Cablevision, August ACH, $3,595.24.

Border States Electric, hardware & supplies, $11,265.27; Express Communications, toll settlement, $4,495.57.

First Savings Bank, August excise tax, $1,252.14; Jet Truck Plaza, fuel, $762.52; Lewis Drug, supplies, $88.08; Lexis Nexis, traffic manual,  $49.82; MACC, billing fees, $3,121.59; MidAmerican Energy, gas, $205.96; Office Max, supplies, $177.63; One Call System, locate fees, $28.00; Pedersen Machine, service, $35.96; Primier Pyrotechnics, fireworks display, $2,600.00; Pride Neon, Inc., library neon border, $352.50; Printing Plus, tickets, $142.00; SD Dept. of Health, Bridges renewal, $60.00.

SD Lottery, 07 license renewal, $100.00; Wells Fargo Remittance Ctr., supplies, $1,024.25; SD Dept. of Revenue, utilities, phone, liquor store, Bridges GC sales tax, $17,987.36.

Executive Session: At 9:12 p.m. a motion was made by Lambert, second by Akland, to move to executive session to discuss a personnel issue, motion carried.

The regular meeting reconvened at 9:43 p.m.

Adjournment: As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m. on a motion by      Lambert, second by Akland, motion carried.

 






______________________________________








Kathy Moller, Finance Officer








Recorded by Beth Rasmussen
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