Beresford City Council

February 20, 2006

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on February 20, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Rich Spaans, Wayne Akland, Chuck Von Eschen, Gary Lambert, Pete Womack.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer; Tom Frieberg, City Attorney.

Absent: Dan Cotton.

Adopt Agenda: A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Spaans, second by Womack, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meeting held on February 6, 2006, were approved on a motion by Lambert, second by Spaans, motion carried.

Public Forum & Visitors: 

Sidewalks: Several homeowners from Dignity Drive were present, along with Cy Smolik, and Pat Carey of Banner Engineering.  The general consensus from those present is that they feel the entire City should be looked at and sidewalks installed or repaired throughout the City, not just on their street.  They would like to see an ongoing policy for the entire community.  Mayor Palmer stated that all Council Members are in agreement that all areas of the City need to be looked at regarding repair and installation of sidewalks.  It was decided that no formal action will taken at this time and no deadlines were set for these homeowners to install sidewalks.  The Council committee consisting of Chuck Von Eschen, Pete Womack, Rich Spaans will discuss the issue with the Planning & Zoning Board and work out a plan to include the entire City on a yearly rotation whereby at different times in specific sections of the City homeowners may be required to either repair or install sidewalks.  

At this time, Cy Smolik also requested barricades be placed at the west end of Grandview Drive off west 13th Street so people do not drive through that area.

Department Head Reports:

Jay Nordquist – Underground Electric:
Jay got information from Vermillion, Watertown and Brookings on how they handled charging customers for new underground electric service.  This would pertain to residential customers where the Electric Department is replacing the existing overhead electric with underground.  It was determined that if the customer wants to pay it all at once, the cost will be lower than if they elect to pay over time.  If paid over time, the charge will be added to the customer’s utility bill.  Tom Frieberg will write up the resolution for the next meeting.

Unfinished Business:
Costs to Repair West Main and Hemlock & 10th Street: Pat Carey from Banner Engineering was present to discuss street repairs on West Main and the intersection of Hemlock & 10th.  The costs to fix both areas are high – more than what is budgeted for street repairs for 2006.  Jerry will have Dan Andre make a list of the most important areas that we need to address this year, and then we’ll determine what will be done.
Extension of 16th Street into New Industrial Park: Jerry is planning to meet with Jim Weber and the Cenex Board on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at their Board Meeting, to discuss the 16th Street issue.  We would like to keep 16th Street on the north side of Highway 46 the same width as it currently is on the south side.  All Council Members are welcome to attend the meeting also.

New Business:

Resolution to Authorize the Purchase of Greens Mower & Fairway Mower off City of Vermillion Bid, Lease Purchase Financing: Jerry would like to wait on this until the next Council Meeting.  Watertown is doing the same thing and we want to make sure that it all works out correctly. 

Full-time Hire for Bridges Golf Course: Kelly Knutson reported that four people applied for the Golf Course Maintenance Technician position.  Kelly recommended hiring Greg Bates for the job.  Greg has worked for the City since last summer, has a Turf Degree, and extensive experience.  Approval to hire Greg Bates at $11.06/hour was made on a motion by Womack, second by Lambert, motion carried.  Greg will start in this new position on March 6, 2006, will be on the step program for pay increases, and will be on probation for six months.  There will be no overtime paid for this position.

Part-time Hire for Bridges Club House: Mike Conklin would like to hire one more part-time person to work in the clubhouse when he is absent.  On a motion by Lambert, second by Akland, Leonard Neuroth was approved as a part-time hire for the Bridges Clubhouse at $7.00/hour, motion carried.

Abatement Request for Union County Parcel 02.11.01.1045: Farmers Elevator wants to abate the taxes for the Eastman house that they sold to Dave Fedderson, and Mr. Fedderson moved it to another location now in Lincoln County.  The Council feels that the taxes should be paid by either Elevator or Fedderson.  On a motion by Lambert, second by Akland, recommendation to turn down the abatement request was approved, motion carried.

Discussion and Information Items: 
Property Tax Information: Jerry distributed a letter regarding property taxes that will be published in the Beresford Republic this week.

Application for Federal Trail Project: Jerry received information that there will be funding available this spring for local trail projects throughout South Dakota.  Funds are available to cities through the federal Recreational Trails Program.  We will apply for this grant and any monies received will be used on continuing the bike path in the City.

Troy Mader – Patriotic Sing: Mr. Mader sent a letter to the City requesting to continue leading the Patriotic Sing each year at the July 4th fireworks display at the football field.  The Council agreed that this would be a nice tradition for this event and appreciated by all.  Jerry will send Mr. Mader a letter thanking him for his offer.  

Letter from Gov. Rounds on SD Pandemic Influenza Summit: Jerry distributed a letter regarding the SD Pandemic Influenza Summit being held in Sioux Falls on March 9th.  Any Council Members who would like to attend should let Jerry know.
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2010 Initiative Update – March 16: The dates for the 2010 Initiative have been changed to March 14-16, 2006 in Aberdeen, Sioux Falls, and Rapid City.  All Council Members are invited to attend any of the meetings.

Faith in Action Thank You: A letter was received from Faith in Action thanking the city for the gift of $5,600.00.  

Deadline to File Nominating Petitions – Feb. 24th: Jerry reminded the Council that the deadline to file nominating petitions with the Finance Officer is Friday, February 24th at 5:00 p.m.

Council Pay Structure: Mayor Palmer requested that the Council pay structure be reviewed regarding payment of meetings attended.  The committee to meet on this will consist of Pete Womack, Wayne Akland, and Dan Cotton.  Jerry will send each of the Council Members the appropriate information on this.

Approval of Travel Requests:

The following travel requests were approved on a motion by Von Eschen, second by Akland, motion carried:


West Nile Virus/Mosquito Control Conference, Pierre, March 12-13, Kropuenske


Golf Course Supt. Conference & Trade Show, SF, March 6-9, Knutson & Bates

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Von Eschen, second by Spaans, to approve payment of the bills listed below, motion carried.

Beal Distributing, beer, $11,050.37; Carlson Distributing, beer, $7,384.25; Chesterman Co., supplies, $387.50; Dakota Beverage, beer, $2,257.15; Drivers License Guide Co., ID Checking Guide, $26.95; Johnson Brothers, liquor, $2,622.06; Queen City Wholesale, resale mdse, $563.40; Sodak Distributing, liquor, $4,871.07; Zep Mfg., supplies, $138.60; A-Ox Welding, supplies, $34.75; Ascom Hasler Leasing, mail machine rent, $190.82; Beresford Cablevision, Feb. ACH, $3,320.99; Beresford Republic, legal publishing, $769.31; Deb Bergland, Mayor’s Mile snacks, $54.24.

John Bickett, library, $443.75; Conseco Health Ins., group insurance, $273.30; Cooperative Oil Co., fuel, $856.00; Culligan Water Conditioning, softener tank service, $33.80; Cummins Central Power, LLC, contract, $532.92; D & D Pest Control, maintenance, $45.00; Depository Trust Company, Redemption Agent #6449, $274.62; DGR Engineers, consulting fees, $866.50; Express Communications, Express Settlements, $4,698.22; Farwest Line Specialties, flame resistant work shirts, $862.38; First Savings Bank, CSC Lease Pymt, $15,289.18; Hawkins Water Treatment, chemicals, $20.00.

IBEW Local #426, Union dues, $567.00; Intense Graphics, Mayor’s Mile shirts & medals, $716.80; Jet Service Ctr, oxygen, $26.72; Jet Truck Plaza, fuel, $484.33; Ted Lyle, boot allowance, $30.00; Metro Fire, vehicle exp., $417.66; MACC, service fees, $2,979.58; MidAmerican Energy, gas, $4,084.32; Minnesota Mun. Utilities, training fees, $260.00; Neu Star, operating expense, $597.97; Office Max, office supplies, $249.98; One Call Systems, Inc., locate fees, $15.00; Piorier Equipment, vehicle expense, $45.86; Quarry-Stone Greenhouse, funeral, $35.00.

Ramkota Inn-Pierre, travel, $332.00; Ramkota Inn-Sioux Falls, travel, $164.00; Sanitation Products, Elgin Sweeper, $330.00; SD Supplemental Ret. Plan, January SDSRP, $160.00; Sioux Falls Two Way Radio, equipment repair, $185.00; Southeastern Elec. Coop, power for wells, $700.33; State Archaeological Research, records search, $25.00; Sturdevant’s Auto Parts, vehicle expense, $153.80; Tiedeman Refrigeration, GC water heater, $416.26; Two Rivers Times, subscription renewal, $20.00; Wesco, meters, $18,728.00; Alliance Communications Co., operating expense, $75.90.
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CDW Govt. Inc., 2 computers, $1,118.42; David A. Larson, Internet repair, $3,150.00; Fiber Ring Pooling, pooling, $3,611.00; NECA Services, toll settlement, $749.45; Prairie Wave, CO repair, $46.19; Riter, Rogers, Etal, legal fees, $854.09; SD Network, operating expense, $1,741.66; Swiden Distributing, resale mdse., $380.65; Vantage Point, WWC Litigation, $57.50; Wells Fargo, credit card statements, $845.92.

Executive Session: At 9:57 p.m. on a motion by Lambert, second by Womack, the Council moved to Executive Session to discuss a legal issue, motion carried.

The Council reconvened at 10:03 p.m.  

Adjournment: As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m. on a motion by Lambert, second by Akland, motion carried.

____________________________________
Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer

Recorded by Beth Rasmussen
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