 Beresford City Council

September 6, 2005

The Beresford City Council met in regular session in the City Library Community Room on September 6, 2005, at 7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mayor Brent Palmer presiding, Wayne Akland, Dan Cotton, Pete Womack, Chuck Von Eschen, Gary Lambert.

Members absent: Rich Spaans.

Also present: Jerry Zeimetz, City Administrator; Kathy Moller, Finance Officer; Thomas Frieberg, City Attorney.

Adopt Agenda:  A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Akland, second by Von Eschen, motion carried.

Minutes: Minutes from the meetings held on August 15 & August 29, 2005, were approved on a motion by Womack, second by Lambert, motion carried.

Public Forum & Visitors:  

Clint & Beth Ellis – Bike Path Concerns: Clint & Beth Ellis were present to discuss concerns they have regarding the 13th Street bike path, which runs next to their residence.  They feel that people are driving too fast along 13th Street and requested the City look into placing a stop sign at one of the corners along 13th Street.    Most of the problem is from vehicles coming from the south – they are not slowing down after driving 55 mph.  

The City will look at the possibility of adding a stop sign at the corner of 298th Street and 13th Street (the Methodist Church corner).  Until a decision is made, Jerry will talk to Chief Christensen about increasing the patrol in that area.

The Ellis’ were also concerned with the sewer drains along 13th Street, specifically concerned that the drain opening is large enough for small children or animals to fall or crawl into the drain.  Jerry will talk to the City engineers to see what can be done to alleviate this concern.

Harlan Tiedeman – Curb & Gutter and Nuisance Property: Harlan Tiedeman, along with the other neighbors along North 1st Street were present to request curb & gutter for their street.   Jerry informed the group that the landowners are responsible for the expenses that include gravel base, street paving, curb & gutter and engineering, but they can petition the City to hire the work done and the costs will be assessed to the landowners and can either be paid in one lump sum, or over 7 years along with their property taxes.

Harlan also discussed, on behalf of the neighbors and himself, the property owned by David Lammey and the Fodness property, both of which have overgrown grass and weeds, and old pieces of machinery laying in the yards.  Woody Houser, who currently rents the building on the Lammey property, was also present and stated that he has tried several times to get the area cleaned up but the owner did not want any items removed.  Jerry stated that the property is zoned as “light industrial” and therefore the owners are allowed to store certain items outside the building.  Mr. Houser said that he will be able to move some of the machinery to the inside of the building in the next month or so.  Jerry will have the code enforcement officer take pictures and send notices to both of the owners to clean up those areas.  

Community Education Advisory Board Request for Funding: Suzanne Hansen & Pat Bruinsma were present to request that the City increase their yearly donation to Community Education from $8,000.00 to $20,000.00.  They reported that many of the costs that Com Ed incurs each year have risen and the grant money doesn’t cover some of those costs such as administrative expenses, building maintenance, insurance, supplies, and staff.  The Council feels that they would like to increase the donation, but was not sure if it could be increased to that extent.  They will discuss it and see what can be done.

Woody Houser & Vince Schaefer – School Opt-Out: Woody Houser & Vince Schaefer presented information to the Council regarding the upcoming Opt-Out election that will be held September 20th.  They showed where the budget cuts were made for this year, and also, areas they would like to increase next year.  Their goal is to get the information out to the City Council, as well as the public, so all can make an informed decision when they vote.  

Department Head Reports

Todd Hansen – Switch Upgrade:  Todd Hansen presented information regarding upgrading of the telephone switch to a Nortel DMS-10 SR-10 switch.  He stated that we currently do not have technical support with our switch, but with the new system, we would have technical support through the end of 2006.  The AMA tapes we are currently using to send to our billing software have been discontinued and we are starting to encounter more problems with them.  The budget range for the first year of the switch upgrade would be approximately $40,000 to $42,000; the second year would be $50,000 to $125,000 depending on regulatory requirements and company requirements.  If the DMS10 Switch is phased out and needs to be replaced, the cost to do that would be in the range of $450,000 to $550,000, but the DMS 10 should be available for many years.

There was $35,000 budgeted for this in 2005, and $90,000 has already been placed in the 2006 budget (which is not yet final).  Approval to start the bid process for a new DMS 10 switch upgrade was made on a motion by Akland, second by Lambert, motion carried.

Jay Nordquist – Commercial Electric Rebates: In the past, the City has given business customers a 25% rebate when they changed their lighting system to energy efficient lights, and some businesses have received the rebate more than once.  The Council feels that the City shouldn’t be giving a rebate when customers install energy efficient lighting as their electric bill will decrease at that time.  On a motion by Cotton, second by Von Eschen, the current Resolution giving a 25% rebate for businesses to install energy efficient lighting was repealed, motion carried.  

At this time there was also discussion on making changes to the current water heater rebate resolution.  A new resolution will be drawn up and presented at the next Council Meeting.

Unfinished Business
Review Insurance Quotes: Jerry Zeimetz & Kathy Moller, along with Pete Womack, Dan Cotton and Wayne Akland, met with representatives from Hagen Benefits and Jensen Insurance regarding the City insurance quotes.  The group will review the information further and make a recommendation at the next Council Meeting.  

First Reading Fiscal Year 2006 Appropriations Ordinance: This is the first reading of the Fiscal Year 2006 Appropriations Ordinance. 

Letter from Catholic Church on Drainage: The church has agreed to a temporary drainage easement that is presently constructed on the property with the additional consideration that the City will build a berm with new black dirt from the tree line to the drainage ditch and remove the spoil dirt along the drainage ditch.  This will be reviewed again next summer to see if any changes need to be made.

New Business: 

Gas Quotes: No gas quotes were received this month.  Arrangements were made with Jet Service for City employees to charge gas this month at the pump price less taxes.

Justin Gravely, Journeyman Lineman: Justin Gravely has passed the Journeyman Lineman test and with that he will move up to the Journeyman Lineman pay.  Approval to increase Justin Gravely’s hourly pay to $21.23 was granted on a motion by Lambert, second by Akland, motion carried.

Library Board Appointments:  Kay Grosvenor’s and Mary Frink’s terms on the Library Board were up in July, and both women have agreed to another three-year term.  Approval to place Kay Grosvenor and Mary Frink on the Library Board for a three-year term was granted on a motion by Akland, second by Lambert, motion carried.
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Authorize Signing Documents for Federal-Aid for Relocation of 2 Historic Bridges to the Bridges Golf Course: On a motion by Lambert, second by Von Eschen, approval was given for the Mayor to sign the documents for federal aid for relocation of 2 historic bridges to the Bridges Golf Course, motion carried.

Authorize Signing Force Account Agreement for 4th Street Railroad Crossing:  On a motion by Cotton, second by Akland, authorization to sign the Force Account Agreement for the 4th St. railroad crossing was given, motion carried.

Discussion & Information Items: 

Liquor Store Budget Review: Jerry distributed a P & L Statement for the last few years detailing the Liquor Store revenue and expenses.

Library Discussion: Councilman Womack explained that the discussion regarding merging the school library and the city library was simply that – a discussion – and no action was taken.  The subject was brought up because other cities and schools have done this and have had success with it.  Jane Norling, Library Director, and Mary Frink, Library Board member, were present and stated that if there are discussions of this nature, they would like to have the Library Board involved.  They also stated that the residents of Beresford raised much of the money for the new Library building and the Library has a wide range of customers, and they weren’t sure if that would work with a combined school/city library.  The Council assured Jane and Mary that if any action is taken, the Library Board, School Board, City Council, and Library Director would all be involved in the discussions.

SDML Annual Conference Oct. 4-7:  The South Dakota Municipal League Annual Conference will be held in Sioux Falls October 4-7.  Any Council members wanting to attend need to let Jerry or Kathy know by next week.

House Numbers: It has been noted that many houses in town do not have their house number displayed on their house or in the yard where it is visible to the street.  This is extremely important for emergency personnel to be able to find the house in case of emergency.  Jerry will put a notice in the paper requesting that residents place their house numbers in a visible location.  He will also check the Ordinance to see what that states.

Approval of Travel Requests: A motion was made by Akland, second by Von Eschen, to approve the following travel requests, motion carried:

· Joint Utility Training School, Ft. Pierre, Sept. 22-23, Nordquist

· MACC Billing & Technology Conference, Council Bluffs, IA, Oct. 5-7, Hansen, Antonson, Rasmussen, Jacobson

· SD Library Association, Pierre, Oct. 5-7, Norling

· SD Wastewater Conference, Brookings, Sept. 14-16, Andre

August 2005 Payroll:

Finance $4,561.87; Gov’t Bldg.$185.64; Police $17,702.08; Dispatch $11,889.52; Street $12,473.94; Parks $7,213.02; Liquor $7,359.38; Water $7,278.98; Electric $21,859.50; Sewer $6,909.40; Telephone $27,940.66; Rubble/Recycling $1,519.89; Library $6,426.23; Bldg. Inspector
$80.00; City Admin. $5,770.00; Pool $11,293.64; Golf Course $3,196.01.

Executive Session:

At 10:05 p.m. on a motion by Womack, second by Akland, council moved to Executive Session to discuss personnel matters, motion carried.

Mayor Palmer declared the Council out of Executive Session at 10:12 p.m.  

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Lambert to approve payment of the bills listed below, second by Cotton, motion carried.
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Evadna Blue, refund, $4.83; Russell Christensen, refund, $32.00; Kris Dunn, refund, $4.75; Brian Field, refund, $62.95; Gemini Companies, refund, $27.72; Doyle Hardie, refund, $77.14; Wendy Hedeen, refund, $65.36; Brook Horstmeyer, refund, $56.09; Dean Jacobson, refund, $6.37; Chad Johnson, refund, $13.72; Roberta Johnson, refund, $10.76; Rachel Lamie, refund, $72.93; Bonnie Ottmar, refund, $4.26; Wayne Semmler, refund, $65.86; Sheri Steffen, refund, $24.89; Warren Window & Supply, refund, $40.98; Ackerman Heating, repair, $457.60; Audio Adventures, audio books, $83.00; Baker & Taylor, library books, $867.54.

Barnes & Noble, library books, $169.07; Care-Rite Carpet Cleaner, maintenance, $250.00; Forms by Design, database, $250.00; Midwest Tape, microfilm, $96.95; AFLAC, group insurance, $1,616.78; Applied Software, repairs, $65.00; Ascom Hasler Leasing, postage 

machine rent, $190.82; Avenet, LLC, service pkg, $360.00; Badger Communications, resale mdse, $91.61; Beresford Republic, publishings, $232.75; Beresford Schools, safety patrol, $150.00; Best Buy Co., recording equip, $385.95; John Bickett, Aug. & Sept. library annuity, $887.50;  Brookings/Swiftel, toll settlement, $41.51; Burmeister Electric Co., hardware, $396.00.

Cellular One AZ, phone, $111.74; Clay County Hwy. Dept., used bridge planks, $2,208.00; Concrete Materials, fire dept. rock, $179.20; Cooperative Oil Co., diesel fuel, $2,253.68; Dan Cotton, mileage, $79.50; Dakota Supply Group, supplies, $98.87; David A. Larson, internet maint, $750.00; DGR Engineers, eng. fees, $775.27; Ditch Witch of SD, repair, $615.33; Eastway Auto, vehicle exp., $849.34; Express Communications, legal fees, $1,629.00; David Fedderson, repair, $388.50; First Savings Bank, CSC lease pymt, $15,289.18; Frieberg, etal, legal fees, $2,072.82; Gall’s Inc.,  safety equipment, $62.13; Grainger, supplies, $86.01; Graybar Electric, resale items & Internet supplies, $3,599.32.

Gunners Alley, taser holders, $260.00; Hach Company, chemicals, $454.70; Hawkins Water Treatment, chemicals, $5,042.04; J.H. Larson Electrical Co., ballast kit, $101.39; Hydrologic, supplies, $78.00; IBEW Local #426, union dues, $567.00.

Jensen Agency, sweeper, $215.00; Jerry’s Chevrolet of Beresford, cable, $3.03; Kruse Building Ctr, repair & maint, $282.15; Light & Siren, vehicle exp., $134.17; Loren Fischer Disposal, garbage contract, $4,565.00; Dennis Lounsbery, mileage, $21.75; Michael Todd & Co., supplies & street signs, $429.73; Muller Auto Parts, vehicle exp., $872.66; NECA, toll settlements, $776.20.

Northern States Supply, hardware, $444.98; Olson’s Hardware, supplies, $2,313.54; Piorier Equipment, vehicle exp., $13.96; Premier Pyrotechnics, fireworks display, $260.00; Qwest Communications, toll settlements, $153.27; Ramkota Inn-Pierre, lodging, $75.00; Beth Rasmussen, clothing, $259.37; Savey Enterprises, property clean-up, $90.00; SD Dept. of Health, lab fees, $97.00; SD Supplemental Ret. Plan, August SDSRP, $200.00; Sioux Pipe, supplies, $2,228.51; Telec Consulting Resources, consulting fees, $3,891.31; The Tessman Co., supplies, $105.70; United Parcel Service, $99.13; USAC, USF clearing account, $2,715.47.

Cameron Voegeli, clothing, $124.80; Wesco, hardware, $6,059.70; Jerry Zeimetz, car allowance, travel, $524.20; Zep Mfg., supplies, $68.68; LECA, toll settlements, $15,061.00; Beresford Cablevision, bills, $115.60; Beresford Mun. Telephone, tel. Bills, $3,909.96; Beresford Mun. Utilities, util. bills, $12,542.73.

Adjournment: 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:13 p.m. on a motion by Von Eschen, second by Lambert, motion carried.








__________________________________









Kathy L. Moller, Finance Officer









Recorded by Beth Rasmussen 
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